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WHAT WE 
OFFER
Riding Lights Roughshod has a 20 year history 
of touring to prisons and offers full-scale 
performances and theatre workshops in prisons 
and young offenders’ institutions.

PERFORMANCES IN PRISONS
Roughshod can perform a 45 - 60 minute sketch and 
story-telling show which explores universal themes of 
forgiveness, self-worth, social responsibility, hope and 
faith. 

The show uses comedy, music and dramatised 
personal stories to both entertain and inspire its 
audiences. Some of the stories in the show have come 
directly from ex-offenders.  Whilst the performance 
comes from a Christian perspective it has been greatly 
appreciated by people of all faiths and none.  

WORKSHOPS IN PRISONS
Often, after a performance, we run a creative 
drama workshop enabling up to 15 prisoners to 
dramatise stories from their own lives. 

Prisoners have greatly enjoyed the fun and accessible 
nature of the workshop and found encouragement, 
challenge and solace in the personal stories they end 
up sharing with each other.

"It'll stay with the guys here. You remember stuff like this, we will all go back to our pads, get locked up and think about this, and I will laugh and cry. Thank you for giving us something worthwhile to think about."PrIsoner, HMP KIrKHaM

"I'D neVer THoUGHT oF MY VICTIM's 
ParenTs, I neVer THoUGHT HoW THeY 
CoULD ForGIVe Me"

“THaT Was BasICaL
LY MY LIFe 

YoU JUsT PerForMe
D"



Working with prisoners at HMP 
Wealstun where roughshod performed a 
45 minute show: "iWitness", followed 
by a 1 hour workshop

a workshop at the arc Light Centre - 
a charity which works with homeless 
men and women in York, some of whom 
have been through the prison system

(consent for use of all photos recieved)

"That was some show,
 weren't it!"

PrIsoner, sWInFen Ha
LL YoI

"The one about the s
tabbing made me 

think about my victi
m for the first 

time. I’d really lik
e to write to my 

victim and sort thin
gs out if I can 

because of that"

PrIsoner, HMP norTHU
MBerLanD

Anything Else?

Outside of Roughshod, Riding Lights Theatre company can also run bespoke workshops on 
a range of topics. Using Applied Theatre techniques and creative games these workshops 
help prisoners open up discussion and debate.

We can run sessions on Restorative Justice, Social Inclusion and Anger Management, as well 
as workshops on Creative Writing, Acting and Comedy. In November and December we 
also bring Christmas shows into prisons, getting to the heart of the Christmas story in a fun 
and engaging way for prisoners and their families (particularly those with children aged 5 to 
11).

Costs?

For the year 2016 we are pleased to say that we have received subsidy for our prison work 
from the Anchor Foundation and are able to offer this work FREE OF CHARGE. 

How To Book...

To book a Roughshod or enquire about Riding Lights bespoke workshops and residencies 
please ring Bethan on 01904 655317 
or email bethan@rltc.org.



WHAT IS RIDING 
LIGHTS ROUGHSHOD?
Riding Lights Roughshod is the community touring company of 
Riding Lights and annually reaches a live audience of some 
70,000 adults and young people. It has been acclaimed from 
Belfast to Brixton for creating powerful new pieces of theatre.

Roughshod is committed to bringing theatre into the heart of 
every kind of community in the UK, often to places where live 
performance is rare. Tackling themes which are widely relevant 
to the realities of everyday life, their performances and 
workshops get to grips with the practical and spiritual issues 
which face us all.

For the past twenty years, Roughshod has been working 
extensively in secondary schools, colleges, prisons, churches, 
youth clubs and in all kinds of community groups.
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What prison staff have said...
"This is just to say a big thank you to the Roughshod performance group for their work at Lowdham last 
Thursday. They were excellent. The prisoners really enjoyed (and were challenged by) the performance 
and workshop, and I thought the prisoners asked some good questions in response."

Revd Mark Savage HMP Lowdham Grange

"We absolutely loved the day!! The two that attended have given very positive feedback to their offender 
managers. Thank you so much for coming. It would be great if we could do it again in the future."

Probation Officer, Leicester.

"The men have given some very good feedback on this event. They were all engaged and really enjoyed 
the presentations and the workshop afterwards. They particularly enjoyed the last few sketches. The 
one about the Restorative Justice process, where a boy was stabbed with the resulting effect on several 
families, was particularly moving and powerful."

Revd Rock Stuart HMP YOI Rochester

I am just writing to thank you so much for sending your troupe to Gartree yesterday. I can honestly say 
it was one of the most amazing, moving and inspiring performances I have ever seen. The message was 
powerful and it was delivered so well with the build up of sketches to the hard hitting restorative elements 
it contained. I sat and watched the men's faces and demeanour as the performance built and I bear witness 
to the power of a delivery that reached into the hearts and souls of everyone in the audience.

Ian Telfer Governor HMP Gartree

"I have learnt so much about these guys just in this workshop it's astounding and I've been working with 
them for a while now, so thank you for getting them to open up more."

Chaplain, HMP Wandsworth 


