


1 

 

 
 

Riding Lights Theatre Company 

 

Add Drama 

To Christmas  

(collection 1) 
 

 

 

  



2 

 

Performance Licences and Copyright information 

 

© 2018 Riding Lights Theatre Company 

This text is fully protected under the laws of copyright. All rights are strictly reserved. 

Thank you for purchasing this collection. The fee, which includes a licence for amateur 

performances of the sketches, helps us to cover our costs and ensures that the original 

authors are properly paid for their work. 

1. A licence for each of the sketches included in this publication is issued for 

multiple performances of this work by the purchaser. 

2. The licence is issued for use by the purchaser only and is not transferable. 

3. The licence does not confer the right to reproduce or distribute the text, or any 

part of the text, in any form with the exception that copies may be made for 

rehearsal and production purposes.  

4. Acknowledgements of any performance in programmes/orders of service (where 

applicable) should credit both the author and Riding Lights Theatre Company. 

5. Performances may not be recorded in any form. Special permission may be given 

in certain circumstances.  Please contact Riding Lights on +441904 655317 for 

more information. 

6. If you are charging admission then a separate and additional licence is required. 

Please contact Riding Lights for further information. Permission will involve 

payment of royalties on box office receipts. 

Applications to perform these sketches by professionals should also be made to Riding 

Lights Theatre Company. 

All enquiries should be made to Riding Lights Theatre Company, Friargate Theatre, Lower 

Friargate, York, YO1 9SL. Or via email info@rltc.org 

  

mailto:info@rltc.org
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The Sketches 

Here are nine classic Riding Lights sketches highlighting the Christmas 

story from various angles.  They’re humorous, punchy and give a few 

unexpected perspectives on the familiar gospel events…  

…What were Joseph’s feelings about Mary’s pregnancy?  The Son of God 

escapes to Egypt as a refugee.  A remarkable birth draws people of faith 

from other cultures. A Bethlehem innkeeper with a night to remember.  

Herald and guardian angels in overdrive…    

All these pieces are tried, tested and easy to stage with a few enthusiastic 

actors and readers. 

 

 

The Carol Service Outlines 

Another bonus here are three templates for carol services, which come 

with suggestions for using the sketches, along with readings and carols, 

under three distinct themes: No Room at the Inn #refugeeswelcome, 

Entertaining Angels and The Search for Christmas.   

You may wish to make use of these outlines as they stand, or 

alternatively create your own, substituting other carols and elements 

more suited to your situation.  The short ‘descriptors’ included for each 

sketch or reading are intended to be printed if you are producing a 

service order. 

Over the years, Riding Lights has helped to deliver large-scale carol 

services like these in York Minster and crowds of people have enjoyed 

experiencing the Christmas story in a fresh and dramatic way. 
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Since the Minster is not at its warmest in December, to say the least, we 

have always encouraged our speakers to divide their talks into two 

sections and to be alert to the strong narrative thread provided by the 

other elements in the whole service.  This more fast-paced approach is 

reflected in our suggested outlines. 

Happy Christmas from Riding Lights! 
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SKETCH 1 

 

STABLE TALK 
By Paul Burbridge 

 

MARY 

JOSEPH 

 

MARY IS ROCKING THE BABY JESUS IN HER ARMS. HER QUIET 

MOOD OF DELIGHT AND WONDER IN HER CHILD CONTRASTS 

WITH JOSEPH'S FRUSTRATION AT THEIR SITUATION IN 

BETHLEHEM. IT IS THE UNFAMILIAR, TENDER EXPERIENCE OF 

HOLDING THIS BABY, WITH WHOM HE HAS HAD SUCH AN 

UNUSUAL FATHERLY RELATIONSHIP, WHICH TRANSFORMS HIS 

FEELINGS. 

 

MARY (TALKING TO THE BABY) lf you could open your 

eyes, I'd show you a lovely star, wouldn't I?  

 

JOSEPH  Through the holes in the roof.  

 

MARY     (IGNORING JOSEPH) What a fine time to come, eh? I 

had a feeling you were going to do this to us. I wanted 

a nice room all ready for you, see? Your father could 

make you a bed, couldn't he? 

 

JOSEPH Who? 

 

MARY You could. 

 

JOSEPH What kind of a bed? 
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