
Baked AlaskaBaked
7 - Nauru: A cautionary Tale

Begin by watching the seventh short film, 
Nauru, a Cautionary Tale.

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands. Psalm 19:1

Suggested reading: Psalm 19:1-6

What relevance might this psalm have to the theme 
of the film?

What was your initial reaction to the film?

The Blame Game

How and why was this island ‘paradise’ transformed 
into a barren ‘prison’? 

To what extent were the islanders themselves 
responsible and what could they have done 
differently?

How do we respond in our own communities when 
business interests promise greater prosperity but 
we know the environment will be damaged? 
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The film clip finishes with a quotation from the 
president of Nauru:

My country ‘provides a cautionary tale about life in a 
place with hard ecological limits. The world is headed 
down a similar path with its relentless burning of coal 
and oil which is altering the planet’s climate, melting ice 
caps, making oceans more acidic and edging us closer 
to a day when no one will be able to take clean water, 
fertile soil or abundant food for granted.’

Do the president’s remarks suggest that what 
happened to his country could happen to the whole 
world? 

Does the fact that he had to later resign as 
president over corruption allegations with a 
phosphate dealer alter the truth of what he said?

Closer To home

Do you think the example of the little island of 
Nauru has any lessons for us in this country?

You might like to think about and discuss the issue 
of ‘fracking’, and whether this controversial process 
is something that Christians concerned about 
climate change should resist?


