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6 - Out on My Own

Begin by watching the sixth short film,  
Out On My Own.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
Genesis 1:28

Suggested reading: Genesis 1:26-31

What relevance might this reading have to the 
theme of the film? What do you think is meant by 
‘dominion’ in this passage? 

Addiction And consquence

In the film clip Adam asks: ‘But am I damaging the 
environment simply by living in Britain in the 21st 
century? And addicted to carbon? That’s what it’s 
suggesting here.’ We can’t help living where and 
when we do but is what he says true? 

If so, is there anything we can do?

In what ways might we be addicted to carbon? 
Is addiction a good way to describe our use of 
carbon? (Think about plastic use, synthetic materials 
derived from oil in textiles and clothing and how 
our food is grown using fertilizers and pesticides 
that are oil-based.)

‘When did growth become a problem? Economic growth 
– everyone knows that’s good. And we need population 
growth, otherwise we’ll end up with a bunch of OAPs 
trying to run everything.’ Are we right to expect 
continuing economic growth or should we have 
limits? What are the alternatives? 
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Is the granddaughter’s dream of the earth being 
uninhabitable due to climate warming scare-
mongering? 

We’ve always been floating through space, clinging 
to our life support system – are we just a bigger 
version of the self-contained space pod?

the chAllenge

‘Your generation has the opportunity to create a more 
equal, sustainable world. Or you can keep doing nothing 
until it all hits the buffers. I think it’s time for you to 
wake up now.’ Is our period of history now a critical 
one? Is it time to wake up?

A challenge is laid down: ‘Allow the world to get to 
you before we lose it; before the sea flushes millions 
from their homes, or the water is poisoned beneath 
our cities, or countless species perish as we hack down 
the rainforests. Raise your voice against the fossil fuel 
companies with their subsidies and their obscenely 
overpaid executives, the timid politicians, the factory 
owners, the people smugglers, the ninety companies 
responsible for two thirds of the world’s carbon 
emissions, the hired climate change deniers. Raise your 
voice. Or be silent – and join with those who knew the 
truth but did nothing about it.’

How do you respond to this?


