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Performance Licence and Copyright information 

 

© 2019 Riding Lights Theatre Company 

This text is fully protected under the laws of copyright. All rights are strictly reserved. 

Thank you for purchasing this collection. The fee, which includes a licence for amateur 

performances of the sketches, helps us to cover our costs and ensures that the original 

authors are properly paid for their work. 

1. This licence for each of the sketches included in this publication is issued for 

multiple performances of this work by the purchaser. 

2. The licence is issued for use by the purchaser only and is not transferable. 

3. The licence does not confer the right to reproduce or distribute the text, or any 

part of the text, in any form with the exception that copies may be made for 

rehearsal and production purposes.  

4. Acknowledgements of any performance in programmes/orders of service (where 

applicable) should credit both the author and Riding Lights Theatre Company. 

5. Performances may not be recorded in any form. Special permission may be given 

in certain circumstances.  Please contact Riding Lights on +441904 655317 for 

more information. 

6. If you are charging admission then a separate and additional licence is required. 

Please contact Riding Lights for further information. Permission will involve 

payment of royalties on box office receipts. 

Applications to perform these sketches by professionals should be made to Riding Lights 

Theatre Company. 

All enquiries should be made to Riding Lights Theatre Company, Friargate Theatre, Lower 

Friargate, York, YO1 9SL. Or via email info@rltc.org 

  

mailto:info@rltc.org
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The Sketches 

Here are ten sketches from Riding Lights which spotlight significant 

personal encounters within the world-turned-upside-down story of 

Easter… encounters with Jesus that were life-changing. These sketches 

have different styles and energy - they are moving, punchy, sometimes 

humorous and give a few unexpected perspectives on the familiar gospel 

events…  

A tax-collector dishes out generous rebates, the owner of the Palm 

Sunday donkey feels somehow complicit in Jesus’s death, Barabbas 

watches a man die on a cross that was made for him, a thief finds the 

doors to Paradise unlocked, a private investigator is challenged to locate 

a missing corpse, daffodils discuss the likelihood of life after death..   

All these pieces are tried, tested and easy to stage with a few enthusiastic 

actors and readers. Some have appeared in print before and have been 

updated, others are released here for the first time. 

Keep watching for more collections of sketches to be made available in 

the coming months. 
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SKETCH 1 

 

ZACCHAEUS – A SHORT STORY 
By Bridget Foreman 

 

ZACCHAEUS a tax-collector, played by one actor throughout. 

ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, and JESUS are storytelling voices within a 

group of disgruntled citizens of Jericho. They illustrate the text with 

physical action. 

 

It will take both time and ingenuity to rehearse the various elements which this 

sketch requires. The director’s first job is to help the whole group understand 

how to deliver the rhythm of each line, and generally the rule is four beats to each 

line. In other words, you need to find the four stressed syllables that keep the 

whole rhythm tied down to a steady ‘BOM-ching, BOM-ching, BOM-ching, 

BOM-ching’. For instance, the first two lines: 

 

It was just another Friday in Jeri-cho 

Everyone at work – just an hour to go…  

 

Once the basic rhythm has been established, it can be fun to break the rule 

occasionally for dramatic emphasis. It is intended that the group should break 

rhythm to shout the name ‘Zacchaeus!’ (or in one instance ‘Jesus!’) at certain 

moments. This provides an opportunity to introduce a different rhythm in the 

following section for the sake of variety. The other main challenge is to devise 

clear, vigorous physical action, for the whole ensemble to illustrate the story. 

Once fully choreographed, this should match the energy of the text, making the 

whole performance sharp, fluent, and fun.  

 

ALL  It was just another Friday in Jericho, 

 

ONE  Everyone at work - just an hour to go. 
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TWO  The factory machines were winding down for the day, 

 

THREE  The hotel chef had made his final brûlée, 

 

FOUR  And down on the farm, the hired hand 

Had ploughed the last furrow in the farmer’s land. 

 

ALL  Friday was over!  The weekend had come! 

 

ONE  But for one person work hadn’t yet begun. 

 

ALL  Zacchaeus! 

 

TWO  Zacc was the local collector of taxes. 

 

THREE  He hoarded the money in boxes and sacks.  His 

Sole aim in life was to add to his stash, 

FOUR  His house - it was rumoured - was crammed full of cash. 

 

ONE  Every cupboard 

 

TWO    and drawer,  

 

THREE            every cranny 

 

FOUR       and nook 

 

ONE  Was stuffed to the brim with the money he took. 

 

TWO  Zacchaeus created a steep tax on working, 

 

THREE  But if you were jobless he’d tax you for shirking. 

 


